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famous water, and the erect bright red houses are still the
envy of labourers5 wives.

Now that housing schemes, educational reforms, the re-
suscitation of village life, are all under daily discussion, it
is the general opinion that Squire Park was before his time.
He was, it appears, a socialist, according to local capitalist
opinion. Largely, one gathers, because everything he did
was uneconomic. "Look at those houses", they say. Good?
Too good. And the water and all. Even the maximum rent
the labourer can afford couldn't pay a quarter of the interest
on the money. Even viewed from the point of philanthropy
there was nothing in it. "What thanks did the people ever
give him for all that he did for them?"

Well, perpetual gratitude is not a quality of the robust. The
worse if it were. Squire Park lived his idea; that was his good
fortune. Possibly the people are neither more nor less moral,
thrifty, God-fearing than they were before. Where, then, was
the good? Materially, at least, it is still there.
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